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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the manual operator 
and "U" section channel must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). 
No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 


Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
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On page 6, item "39" is referred to as a "mouth" in line 3 and a "shutter" in lines 
16, 18, 25, and 26. It appears that item "49" is the "shutter". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is no 
punctuation at the end of the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: "rails comprise "U" 
section channel" should be "each rail comprises a "U" cross-section channel" or 
something similar for clarity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 5,12,14 are objected to because of the following informalities: there is no 
space between "Claim" and the claim number. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5,8,9,10,11,12,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claims 1 ,4,5,9,10,12, it is unclear what "its" refers to. The actual limitation 
being referred to should be used. 
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Re claim 1, line 5 states "translational movement" although the drawings make it 
clear that there is no translational movement since there is rotation. For sake of 
examination it is assumed applicant meant "horizontally displaced". 

Re claim 1 , line 6, it is unclear what is meant by "in use". It is assumed to not 
mean any particular structural limitation. 

Re claim 2, line 2, applicant states "one on each side of the bin". The 
specification and drawings only disclose the rails on a pair of opposite sides and not all 
four sides. For sake of examination it is assumed applicant meant "the rails on a pair of 
opposite sides". 

Re claim 2,4,12, applicant states each rail has one end "adjacent the floor". This 
is unclear since the drawings show the rails near the floor but not truly adjacent the 
floor. For sake of examination it is assumed applicant meant "near the floor" or 
"substantially adjacent to the floor". 

Re claim 3, it is assumed applicant meant "the rails each comprise a "U" section 
channel" for sake of clarity. 

Re claims 4,12,14, applicant states "a conveyor" even though there is already "a 
conveyor" in claim 1 . For sake of examination it is assumed applicant meant "the 
conveyor". 

Re claim 8, applicant states there is an actuator on "each side of the bin" but this 
is not supported by the drawings and specification. For sake of examination it is 
assumed applicant meant "each of two opposing sides of the bin". 
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Re claim 9, for sake of clarity it is assumed applicant meant "cross-section" 
rather than "section". 

Re claim 1 1 , applicant states that "the shutter opens" which does not appear 
correct. It appears and for sake of examination it is assumed that applicant meant that 
"the shutter is stationary and a laundry discharge gap opens between the shutter and 
the leading side of the bin." 

Re claim 14, applicant stated "at least one collection bin". It is unclear if this is the 
same "bin" claimed in claim 1 . 

Re claim 14, it is unclear in line 3 which "bin" is being referred to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,7,8,10,11,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Guhn (US 4,802,810). 

Re claim 1, Gunn teaches a collection bin assembly 12 usable for a commercial 
laundry and which comprises a frame 14,22 resting on a floor and a bin 2 supported in 
the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame further including 
a track (various^S.SS.etc.) which has an upward inclination relative to the floor with the 
bin 2 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement away from said 
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floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin from a lowered 
position to a raised discharge position in use sufficiently clear of the floor to permit 
discharge of any contents 8 in the bin onto a conveyor 98. 

Re claim 7, Gunn teaches the bin 2 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 70,34 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8, Gunn teaches there are two actuators 70,34 arranged one on each 
side (the relative left and right sides) of the bin 2. 

Re claim 10, Gunn teaches the bin 2 has its bottom 4 (relative term) closed when 
in the lowered position and said bottom gradually opens as the bin is moved to its raised 
discharge position. 

Re claim 1 1 , Gunn teaches the bottom 4 of the bin 2 formed by a shutter 28 
secured to the frame so that the shutter opens as the bin 2 moves towards the 
discharge position. 

Re claim 14, Gunn teaches a commercial laundry system including a conveyor 
with at least one collection bin assembly according to Claim 1 , arranged to one side of 
the conveyor, the discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor. 

Claims 1-3,5-8,10,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fesmire (US 6,116,849). 

Re claim 1 , Fesmire teaches a collection bin assembly usable for a commercial 
laundry and which comprises a frame (43,74,68,etc.) resting on a floor and a bin 40 
supported in the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame 
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further including a track (various,74,72 1 etc.) which has an upward inclination relative to 
the floor with the bin 40 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement 
away from said floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin 
from a lowered position to a raised discharge position in use sufficiently clear of the floor 
to permit discharge of any contents in the bin onto a conveyor 34. 

Re claim 2, Fesmire teaches the track comprises a pair of spaced apart 
substantially parallel rails 74 arranged one on each side of the bin 40 with one end 
adjacent the floor and the other end cantilevered outwards from the frame to provide the 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 3, Fesmire teaches the rails comprise "U" section channel 74 with the 
mouths of the two channels arranged in opposition, and bearing means 76 mounted on 
the bin are engageable within the opposed channels. 

Re claim 5, Fesmire teaches the bin is held in the frame in a tilted condition with 
its mouth presentable towards a manual operator, and the angle of inclination of the bin 
to the ground increases (figures 5A-5C) as the bin moves along the track towards its 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 6, Fesmire teaches (figures 5A-5C) the bin is inclined at about 45 
degrees in the lowered position and at least 60 degrees in the raised discharge position. 

Re claim 7, Fesmire teaches the bin 40 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 70,92 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8, Fesmire teaches there are two actuators 70,92,92 arranged one on 
each side (the relative left and right sides) of the bin 40. 
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Re claim 10, Fesmire teaches the bin 40 has its bottom (relative term) closed 
when in the lowered position and said bottom gradually (relative term) becomes open as 
the bin is moved to its raised discharge position (figure 5c). 

Re claim 14, Fesmire teaches a commercial laundry system including a conveyor 
with at least one collection bin assembly according to claim 1 , arranged to one side of 
the conveyor, the discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor. 

Claims 1,2,4-8,10-12,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tomoika (JP 3541 1 1994A). 

Re claim 1 , Tomoika teaches a collection bin assembly usable for a commercial 
laundry and which comprises a frame (not numbered) resting on a floor and a bin 15 
supported in the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame 
further including a track (various, 1 ,5,21 ,etc.) which has an upward inclination relative to 
the floor with the bin 1 5 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement 
away from said floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin 
from a lowered position to a raised discharge position in use sufficiently clear of the floor 
to permit discharge of any contents in the bin onto a conveyor 25. 

Re claim 2, Tomoika teaches the track comprises a pair of spaced apart 
substantially parallel rails 1,5,21 arranged one on each side of the bin 15 with one end 
adjacent the floor and the other end cantilevered outwards from the frame to provide the 
raised discharge position. 
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Re claim 4, Tomoika teaches the track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) being arcuate having 
one end adjacent the floor with said track extending away therefrom so that its raised 
end in use is located above a conveyor 25. 

Re claim 5, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 is held in the frame in a tilted condition 
with its mouth presentable towards a manual operator, and the angle of inclination of 
the bin to the ground increases as the bin moves along the track towards its raised 
discharge position. 

Re claim 6, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 is inclined at about 45 degrees in the 
lowered position and at least 60 degrees in the raised discharge position. 

Re claim 7, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 1 1 ,1 3,25 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8, Tomoika teaches there are two actuators 1 1 ,13,25 arranged one on 
each side (the relative left and right or top and bottom sides) of the bin 15. 

Re claim 10, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 has its bottom (relative term) closed 
when in the lowered position and said bottom gradually opens as the bin is moved to its 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 1 1 , Tomoika teaches the bottom of the bin 15 formed by a shutter 
1 ,5,21 secured to the frame so that the shutter opens as the bin 15 moves towards the 
discharge position. 

Re claim 12, Tomoika teaches said track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) being arcuate with 
one end adjacent the floor with said track extending away therefrom so that its raised 
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end in use is located above a conveyor 25, and the shutter (1,5,21) being arcuate and 
arranged concentrically with the arcuate track. 

Re claim 14, Tomoika teaches a system including a conveyor with at least one 
collection bin assembly according to claim 1 , arranged to one side of the conveyor, the 
discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gunn (US 
4,802,810). 

Re claim 9, Gunn teaches the bin is substantially square in section and when in a 
lowered (relative term) position (figure 3) is tilted at about 45 degrees to the vertical with 
the forward edge of its mouth being a maximum height above the floor with its forward 
bottom edge being proximate (relative term) the floor. Gunn does not give dimensions, 
however it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Gunn to have the maximum height be of 1 100 mm 
or any other height to meet the space and storage requirements. 


Application/Control Number: 10/751,165 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3652 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fesmire 
(US 6,1 16,849). 

Re claim 9, Fesmire teaches the bin is substantially square in section (there is at 
least one section of 40 that is square) and when in a lowered (relative term) position 
(figure 5A) is tilted at about 45 degrees to the vertical with the forward edge of its mouth 
being a maximum height above the floor with its forward bottom edge being proximate 
(relative term) the floor. Fesmire does not give dimensions, however it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Fesmire to have the maximum height be of 1 100 mm or any other height to 
meet the space and storage requirements. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomoika 
(JP354111994A). 

Re claim 9, Tomoika teaches the bin is substantially square in section and when 
in a lowered (relative term) position is tilted at about 45 degrees to the vertical with the 
forward edge of its mouth being a maximum height above the floor with its forward 
bottom edge being proximate (relative term) the floor. Tomoika does not give 
dimensions, however it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Tomoika to have the maximum height be 
of 1 100 mm or any other height to meet the space and storage requirements. 
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Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gunn 
(US 4,802,810) in view of Shalev (US 5,764,522). 

Re claim 13, Gunn teaches the frame 14,22 comprises two parts, a base part 
14,22 standing on the floor, and an upper part (24,22,etc.) on which the track 
(various,28,68,etc.) and bin 2 are mounted, with the upper part resting on the base part. 
Gunn is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a load sensor 18 acting between two 
parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified Gunn by Shalev to have a load sensor 18 acting between two parts to 
indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity in order to save work 
for the operator. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fesmire 
(US 6,1 16,849) in view of Shalev (US 5,764,522). 

Re claim 13, Fesmire teaches the frame (43,74,68,etc.) comprises two parts, a 
base part 43 (etc.) standing on the floor, and an upper part (68,74,etc.) on which the 
track (various,74,72,etc.) and bin 40 are mounted, with the upper part resting on the 
base part. Fesmire is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a load sensor 18 acting 
between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified Fesmire by Shalev to have a load sensor 1 8 acting between two 
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parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity in order to save 
work for the operator. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomoika 
(JP 3541 1 1 994A) in view of Shalev (US 5,764,522). 

Re claim 13, Tomoika teaches the frame (1,3,21,etc.) comprises two parts, a 
base part (inherent, it cannot float in space) standing on the floor, and an upper part 
(1,3,21, etc.) on which the track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) and bin 15 are mounted, with the 
upper part resting on the base part. Tomoika is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a 
load sensor 1 8 acting between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is 
nominally full to capacity. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Tomoika by Shalev to have a load 
sensor 18 acting between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally 
full to capacity in order to save work for the operator. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Matsumoto (JP541 1 1 986A) 
Rooke(US 3,651,967) 
Rooke (US 3,717,270) 
Butzow(US 3,863,781) 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Scott Lowe whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6929. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30pm M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571 ) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). s\ \ 
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